ALBANY, NY!

SUMMER 2015

The S id eliner

Master
Leo Synakowski

Wadsworth Lodge No. 417, F. & A.M.

Secretary
Timothy M. Martin

INSTITUTED 1856

Worshipful Master
My Brothers
First of all I hope everyone
is keeping Worshipful Brother
Ogren in your prayers. Bill has
been having a hard time with his
recent course of chemotherapy and
let’s hope he will again
fight his cancer back
once again.
I cannot
express how excited I
am to be the Master of
Wadsworth Lodge.
When I was asked to
step in as Jr. Warden I
hoped that I would be
able to fulfill the obligations of the
office due to my chemotherapy
treatments. With the help of
brothers Steve King, Bob Joel and
others I got through it and continued
on to the East.
If you checked out the
trestleboard you will see our usual
meetings and functions along with
some new ones. Masonic movie
night will present a never released
Masonic themed thriller and I am
restarting our Table Lodge with the
help of Brother John Scott.
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Under the Master’s Hat
I would also like to see my officers
continue their fine work at learning
and performing the ritual for the
opening, closing and during
degrees. It is important however if
you cannot attend a regular meeting
or degree that you notify
brother Tim Martin, our
secretary, or myself.
This will allow me to
better fill vacancies
when necessary.
I hope that I will
see more brothers and
their families sign up for
the trip to the Big E.
We need at least 50 people to fill the
bus and the caterer at the restaurant
to provide us with a wonderful
buffet meal, while at the fair. If we
do not receive more reservations I
will be opening up the trip to
members of the other Masonic
bodies in the Albany Temple. It
would not be fair to cancel the trip
since we have members who want
to go.
We have a great line of
officers who will keep Wadsworth
Lodge one of the best in Albany.
See you at our first meeting.
Leo Synakowski , Master

Editor
Paul F. Bailey
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Trestle Board for Communications
Wadsworth Lodge F&AM No. 417
September 9, 2015

Welcome Back Brothers Night, Discussion of plans for this year, read any
petitions and business meeting

September 23, 2015

Masonic Movie Night, “The Freemason” Pizza and Wing Night

October 14, 2015*

Years of Service Awards Night-Open meeting

October 21, 2015

Degree Rehearsal, general discussion of floor work and duties
Casual Dress

October 28, 2015*

1st Degree, Past Masters in charge

November 11, 2015*

2nd Degree

November 25, 2015

No meeting due to Holiday Observance

December 9 2015

Annual Holiday Party – Holiday toy drive, Family get together

December 23, 2015

No meeting due to Holiday Observance

January 13, 2016

Business Meeting, Practice for 3rd Degree

January 16, 2016*-SAT

Special Communication for 3rd Degree. Day time weekend degree due to winter
time

January 27, 2016

Business Meeting

February 10,2016

Annual Brother Bring a Friend Night and Pool Tournament, Light Dinner and
proceeds from pool tournament benefit the Brotherhood Fund

February 24, 2016

Education Night- “Masonic Etiquette” short talk by Bro. Michael A. Hernandez,
St. George’s Lodge #6, and Annual Reports Night from the Treas., Sect’y,
Trustees with Safe Deposit Audit.

March 9, 2016*

1st Degree

March 19, 2016 SAT

Wadsworth Table Lodge-Dinner and Program-“In Defense of the Ruffians”

March 23, 2016*

DDGM Visit

April 13, 2016

Move up Night, all officers elected and appointed and business meeting

April 27, 2015

2nd Degree

May 11, 2016

3rd Degree & Master’s Annual Report

May 25, 2016*

Annual Communications, Elections, Appointments and Installation of Officers

“*” Indicated Tuxedos to be worn
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Sickness and Distress:
R∴W∴ Bill Ogren has been undergoing
chemotherapy to combat his cancer. Unfortunately one
of the side effects of one of the chemo drugs is that it
can cause pneumonia. This is what has happened to
Bill. He has been admitted to Memorial Hospital on
two occasions. The first one including 24 hours in the
emergency room. During his second visit, which is still
ongoing, the doctors attending at the hospital have been
baffled. They are leaving his care up to the oncologists
and pulmonary specialists. They are hoping to
discharge him on the 14th after an eleven day stay. His
doctor told him that there are three possible
complications from the type of chemo he was
undergoing, pneumonia, lower white cell count and loss
of resistance to infection. The patient usually contracts
one of these. Bill says “I have never been one to do

things half way so I got all three.” His chemo
treatments have been cancelled and he will have to deal
with the effects of the cancer and lymphoma. Please
keep Bill and Carol in your thoughts and prayers.
W∴ Leo Synakowski burned his right hand in a
cooking accident. It is healing but looks ugly so he
showed up at the picnic wearing a white glove.
Leaving us to wonder if he was getting ready for golf or
Michael Jackson impersonation.
Brother Al Lewis, from Bethlehem Lodge, suffered
a stroke. He was admitted to St. Peter’s. He passed
away from complications. There will be a Masonic
Service on Friday August 21 at 6:30 , arrive at 6:15,
at Applebee Funderal Home, 405 Kenwood Ave.,
Delmar.
Visiting hours will be from 4:00 to 7:00

Glad Tidings:
Our recently raised Brother Richard Powell has just
recently moved to 9092 Laurel Ridge Drive, Mount
Dora, FL 32757. He will remain a member of the
Wadsworth Lodge #417; however, he has made an
application to join the Lodge in Tavares, FL and also
the Shriners.
Our very own Bro. Nick Blais is a candidate for
Albany County Legislature's 8th District. Nick grew up
in this district and attended Albany High School.
Professionally, he has dedicated himself as a public
servant for the New York State Assembly. He is now
seeking to combine a genuine concern for the
community and a strong work ethic with the hope of
representing your neighborhood to the Albany County
Legislature. If you are a citizen of the City of Albany in
the New Scotland and Delaware Avenue area please feel
free to contact Nick since he seeks to become a familiar
face and a strong advocate for your neighborhood.
Congratulations Nick.

Once again worshipful Brother Charlie Semowich
will be performing on the carillon at Riverside Church
in NYC which has the largest carillon in the world. His
performance dates: August 23 and 30, at 10:30am,
12:30pm and 2:30pm.
Christian Abele is recovering from a stroke and
will be released from Florida nursing home rehab
program some time this week - beginning of August.
Chris can set in a wheel chair now and can take a few
steps. When he gets home he will still have rehab
therapy to see if he can improve his walking. Keep
Chris and Sally Abele in your prayers."
From Brother Brian Johnson: ”Natalie and I
hope all is well. We wanted to let you know that we
welcomed our first child (Grace Linda Arnaldi Johnson)
into the world on 6/27 at 10:07pm. She weighed 7
pounds 1 ounce and was 20 Inches long.

Please communicate sickness and distress and/or glad tidings. Brothers, we will never have knowledge to
give support to our Brothers, their Widows or Orphans unless we communicate. Harmony is the support of
all institutions, especially this of Our Great Masonic Lodge, Wadsworth #417.
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Bill Ogren’s Speech:
As our readers know Bill Ogren is undergoing
chemo therapy to treat his cancer. This is being done a
New York Oncology and Hemotology (NYOH).
During his first visit he had serious reactions to the
treatment, which the staff reacted to and overcame. He
was so impressed with the way that they worked he
decided to write them a poem. The poem is in the
Poet’s Corner. After they read it he was invited to be
the keynote speaker at the annual survivors luncheon.
At that time he was shown the poem affixed to a plague,
which will be prominently displayed at NYOH. The
following is the text of the speech.
”I feel like I have come home today. I used to do
these events when I was active in the Shrine clowns and
we would make balloon sculptures for the kids.
Ironically, my trouble first became known at a Shriner's
parade in Virginia Beach. I was marching along
entertaining kids on the sidelines when my feet started
to swell up and I could barely walk. One of the guys
told me to make my way over to the main street and
they would pick me up as soon as they got to their car at
the end. I hobbled over to the main road and found no
place to sit. I could not stand any longer so I sat on the
curb. People would drive by blow the horn and laugh at
me. They thought it was an act. How often do you see
a big clown sitting on a curb on the main street in
Virginia Beach anyway.
	
  
When I got home I went to the Doctor and he
said that something in one of the tests was way off but
he could not find anything. I finally wound up with Dr,
Merza, a vascular surgeon who found a swollen lymph
node in my right groin. He did a biopsy and a week
later told me I had cancer on my 50th, birthday no less.
I heard you go to pot at 50 but I never thought it
happened on the very day. I was referred to Dr. Garbo
who did further tests and told me I had stage 4 nonHodgkin's lymphoma. My future was not very bright as
I went back to my remodeling business. My first day
back, I was at the lumber yard picking up material and
pouring myself a cup of coffee. The yard man came
over and said, I heard about your cancer and I would
like to put a bid in on your truck. You have to develop
understanding with remarks like that and overlook them
because a lot of well meaning people suddenly feel
awkward around you and are afraid of saying
something like that. I just laughed it off, he meant well
in his own way.
I worked for about 5 more years then developed
lymphadema in both legs. That ended my working

days. I was feeling a lot of pain and could hardly bend
my legs. It was very hard for me to give up a business I
built up from nothing over 15 years. I thought my life
was over at that point but actually a new phase of it was
just beginning.
I now had a lot of time on my hands so I got on the
computer and started writing poetry to pass the time. I
write a lot of motivational poems that also help me
cope. I was also active in the cancer coalition and
enjoyed working with the people in it. About 5 years
after that I was diagnosed with bladder cancer by Dr,
Shuman a Urologist at Memorial hospital. He has
operated on me 15 times in the last 10 years. The
chemo didn't work so he removes the cancers as they
develop. I have no idea how many times he can do this
before the bladder disappears but he is buying me time.
Carol and I love to travel. Now we only travel around
the northeast. Someday I am going to write a review of
all the rest areas on the northeast interstates. With a bad
bladder, you hit them all.
You know it is amazing how much you can put
up with when you have to. I have the lymphoma,
bladder cancer, lymphadema in both legs and I spend
about 1 1/2 hours every day on a lymphapress pumping
the fluid out. I have been doing that for the last 20
years. I had spinal surgery 3 years ago and now have a
titanium plate in my neck and the myelopathy is now
moving down the spine. I have trouble moving my legs
and have to use the cane constantly. I also survived a
blood clot in the lung and have been on Warfarin for
years.
I would like to thank the one person who has
stood by me through it all, my wife Carolyn. She never
complains and is always there. She has been hooking
me up to that lymphapress all these years. We met in
high school and got married at 19 and have been
married for 57 years this September 13th. Without
question she is the best thing that ever happened to me.
Ironically even though we had to forgo a lot of
plans, the Cancer also opened up a whole new life for
me and I was able to help other people in similar
situations. I began writing which I enjoy. One time I
got all choked up at a baptism because I thought I
would never get to see my own grandchild. He is now
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18 years old. Do I wish all the medical problems never
happened, "Certainly" but they did and I have to say
these years have been truly rewarding and I consider
myself to be one of the luckiest people in this room.
The one thing to remember is to make the most of your
life, don't let anything stop you. If you want to do
something, go for it. If one way is blocked find
another, but never quit.

All these medical problems are small prices to
pay for a life, and many people are much worse off than
me. In spite of all that, I feel God has been good to me.
I am still alive and enjoying life. And now I am on
Chemotherapy at NYOH where the poem I wrote
begins. I wanted to write something that pays tribute to
their terrific staff. I hope they enjoy it.”

Dr. Garbo presenting the poem at the Survivors Luncheon
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Poet’s Corner:
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  New York Oncology Hematology
The day that I turned fifty, back in nineteen eighty eight.
A test result showed cancer and forever marked the date.
It was not what I expected on that very special day.
When they told me I had cancer, it took my breath away.
It was found to be lymphoma, non-Hodgkin's, in stage four.
Doctor Garbo, my oncologist, would treat me evermore.
As this practice grew and flourished, it excelled by any test.
It has grown into a leader, and now ranks among the best.
Many times it changed locations, it was growing every day.
I established many friendships with its people on the way.
I have been with NYOH longer than many on its staff.
When I tell them of that honor, it often brings a laugh.
The waiting room is often filled with people facing strife.
We have one thing in common, that we trust you with our life.
Twenty-six long years with cancer; I know it isn't through.
Tests showed it active once again; it's time to fight anew.
The tests revealed the problems. Doctor Garbo formed a plan.
Now I've started taking chemo, and will give it all I can.
The staff that gives the chemo are experienced and excel.
Yet they have a pleasing manner that assures you all is well.
I had some minor problems, and they handled them with speed.
For they all are true professionals, and very skilled indeed.
No one can please all people; they're as different as can be.
They never left me wanting, in the way they've treated me.
I do not know what lies ahead or what life has in store.
For that decision's left to God for now and evermore.
I'm truly blessed to have them, these professionals with heart.
Whatever lies ahead of me, NYOH will play a part.
William E. Ogren, Patient
June 2015
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Tales of the Ring
This tale is a little different from the usual.
Crash Victim's Ring Spurs Conflict
By TOM VERDIN Associated Press Writer
LOS ANGELES (AP) -- When Tracy Knizek learned a
fisherman collecting debris from the Alaska Airlines
crash had found her father's ring, she felt the amazing
recovery was a signal from the loved one who died in
the crash.
The fisherman, Scott Jarvis, was arranging to
get the ring to Knizek in Washington state. But then
deputies arrived at his door and demanded it be turned
over, Jarvis' mother said Friday.
“We were very upset because my son and
daughter-in-law have gone to great lengths to get this
ring to the right people,'' said Cathy Jarvis. “Like I told
one of the officers, it's almost like no good deed goes
unpunished.''
Ventura County sheriff's deputies threatened to
arrest Scott Jarvis' wife, Mary, when they went to the
couple's Oxnard house and he wasn't home, said Cathy
Jarvis. She said they cited federal law governing air
crash evidence.
Cathy Jarvis said her husband, Cliff, stepped in
and said his son had the ring and was at a meeting. She
said the family consulted a local attorney and would
hand over the ring.
Sheriff's officials confirmed deputies went to
Jarvis' house to get the ring, but said they merely told
his wife she was breaking the law and could be
arrested.
From the editor:
!
I have not asked for contributions for some
time. However, I would really appreciate some
brothers sharing their ring tales with us. I have

Knizek, of Suquamish, Wash., lost her father,
Bob Williams, 65, and mother, Patty, 63, in Monday's
crash.
The ring had been the subject of news stories
for two days.
Scott Jarvis' boat Meridian was part of a flotilla
of commercial fishing boats that helped illuminate the
crash scene Monday night.
Jarvis, 37, and his nephew, Kevin Marquiss, 21,
found it nestled in a deck hatch after turning over
wreckage to investigators Tuesday.
Studded with three ruby-colored jewels, it had
a large capital G in the center, which stood for “Grand
Master Mason.''
“It's like he sent it from heaven and just set it
on the boat,'' Jarvis said.
Until she learned of its recovery, Knizek had
struggled to accept her parents' deaths.
“Ever since I was a little girl, my dad and I had
a deal. Whoever died first, the other one would come
back and tell them what it's like,'' Knizek said at her
parents' home in Poulsbo, Wash. “It was just to let the
other person know if it's OK, like we think it's going to
be.''
She said it was as if her father had left the ring
to say their connection would never be broken.
“When that ring came around, I thought, 'Wow.'
It's just to tell us, 'This is really happening, Tracy, this
is real, and you're going to be OK and your brothers are
going to be OK.’”

heard a few in lodge recently but have not been able
to recall the particulars with enough detail to
include them as an article in this column.
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Fall Trip to the “BIG E”
Yes, this year’s Masonic Family Trip will be a Fall Trip
and we are going to the Eastern States Exposition, “the
Big E”, in W. Springfield, MA. The Big E is the
equivalent of a State Fair in larger states. However, in
an effort to bring together the New England states to
improve regional agriculture Joshua L. Brooks started
the Big E in 1916.
The trip will be on Saturday September 26. We
will be taking a bus to Springfield to explore the
exposition and fair. Hopefully we can enjoy some early
Fall foliage as we go over the Berkshires.
On the Avenue of the States (far right on the
map) are replicas of the six State Houses. Each State

house contains exhibits and information about their

respective states. Each state also has a specific day
when they can show off their state. We will be visiting
on Vermont Day.
That Saturday is also Corporator’s Day. The
Corporators are the board of director’s for the
exposition. Part of their duties in addition to overseeing
the Exposition is to administer a Scholarship Fund.
Of course it would not be a “State Fair” without
a Butter Sculpture, Circus Spectacular and a petting
zoo. There is also the daily Mardi Gras parade.

It is a Fair after all so there are livestock and
agricultural exhibits. There are also daily sheepdog
exhibitions.
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Fall Trip Cont’d
And of course, the North American Midway has Massachusetts – or anywhere – that can say they’re
“some of the fastest, craziest rides in the Northeast.
Defy gravity on the Mach 3, the Mega Drop, and the
Zipper. Soar through the air on the Swing Tower, get
whipped around on the Crazy Mouse coaster, or make a
splash on the Niagara Falls Flume. Try the Orbitor, the
Cliff Hanger, and the new Remix! Then complete your
experience by trying your luck at one of the many
midway games along the way where you can win a
variety of stuffed animals.

	


For our smaller adventurers, Kiddieland is the
perfect area to explore, complete with a Dragon
Coaster, Carousel, Bumble Bees, and new this year, the
China Dragon, plus many more.”
If the noise and the excitement of the Midway
gets to be too much to handle you can visit Storrowton
Village. “Stop by to see demonstrations from
costumed “villagers” showing you how they mastered
their trade in 19th century New England. Take a tour of
the buildings with one of our docents. Let the kids play
old-fashioned games on the green. Or just sit in the
grass with your food and enjoy the quietest spot on the
fairgrounds. There are no other historic villages in

right in the middle of one of the country’s largest fairs.”
The cost of the trip will be $20 per person that
includes the bus, admission to the fair and buffet dinner
at one of the numerous eateries at the Fair. We have not
included lunch, since we figure there is going to be
more than enough opportunities to browse for what you
want on the fairgrounds. But wherever you find your
food, do not miss having a BigE creme puff.
To make reservations contact Joe Pozefsky
456-0189 or JoePozefsky@juno.com

Summer Picnic
We could not have asked for a more beautiful day
warm, but not oppressively hot and humid, with a
light breeze oﬀ of the Hudson. There were 40+
people signed up for the picnic. Somewhere in the

allotted time all of the people came and went. Mikey
Dady brought a kayak and he and his family spent
some time on the river. Here are some pictures from
Joann Kosinski and Tim Martin.
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Summer Picnic more pictures
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Parting Shots:
Brothers with Birthdays in June, July and August
Kenneth H. Ahsmuhs

July 17, 1923

Leroy P. Stevens

August 18, 1950

Frederick Gillespie

July 10, 1928

Stephen S. King

August 30, 1950

Wilfred C. Baumann

June 7, 1929

Gary A. Loeb

June 25, 1954

James L. Fuller

June 21, 1931

Alan C. Garrison

August 14, 1954

Charles W. Haner

August 13, 1936

John W. Scott

July 16, 1955

William Carlucci

July 25, 1941

Victor Keith Caldwell

August 22, 1955

R. Victor Stewart

August 20, 1941

Geoffrey T. Hoderath

August 2, 1957

Michael S. Drooker

July 20, 1942

Jean R. Karm

June 10, 1958

Kurt Rosenfeldt

June 11, 1943

Steven Martin Conant

June 24, 1958

Mark H. Baumbach

June 23, 1943

Brian Keith Whitaker

June 14, 1961

Joe P. Pozefsky

June 24, 1943

Stephen J. Garry

August 23, 1962

Thomas P. Stark Jr.

June 17, 1945

Kenneth T. Brown

August 19, 1969

Paul Rosenblatt Sr.

August 25, 1946

Scott Allen Sawyer

August 30, 1976

William S. Fancher Jr.

June 5, 1947

Curtis James Kammerer

June 23, 1980

Timothy M. Martin

July 2, 1947

Shawn P. Hamilton

June 7, 1983

Douglas C. Hays

July 13, 1947

Robert E. Emory

August 22, 1984

Bruce N. Hazard

June 3, 1949

Brian E. Johnson

August 1, 1985

Alan Lasker

June 27, 1949

Aaron W. Gladd

June 22, 1986

Raymond H. Gaul

August 1, 1949

Matthew Williams Scott

August 13, 1987

If your birthday does not appear in the list we apologize, but it is because we do not have the information in
our records. Please contact Tim with your birth date.
Have a great rest of the Summer and we will see you on September 9th for what should be an exciting
trestleboard.

PAGE 11

